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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 9th of May 2017 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 

Andy Street  (AS) : Cambridgeshire Police 

Noel Baker  (NB) : Co-opted member 

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

Jean Chandler  (JC) : Co-opted member 

Jeff Nicholls  (JN) : Earith PC 

John Davies  (JD) : Community Roadwatch 

Rihana D’Souza (RD) : St. Ives TC 

Ros Townsend  (RT) : Kings Ripton PC 

Jill Tavener  (JT) : Warboys PC 

Dave McCandless (DM) : Community Roadwatch 

 

 

1. Welcomes & Apologies   
 

Apologies had been received from Eda McPherson, Brian Burpitt and Robin Waters. 
Welcome to Dave McCandless and John Davies from Community Road Watch.  

 
2. Minutes - To approve Minutes of  the meeting held on 14th  March 2017 

  
Amendments: 

Pumping Station: ML said that the reference to ‘Long Road Pumping Station’ should have read ‘London 
Road’. 

There were no further amendments to the minutes of the meeting held on March 14th. The motion to accept 
was proposed by  JC .  All in favour. 
 

All were in favour. 
 
 
 



3. Matters arising from the Minutes 
 

Water Sports Centre: (email from Robin Waters) 

“I think that the following item is a little bit inaccurate so far as its traffic impact is concerned.   The Liquid 
Skillz Wakeboard centre on what is now being called Lake Ashmore is actually to be accessed via Gore 
Tree Road and not directly from Marsh Lane.  The Marsh Lane gravel pits remain as fishing lakes licensed 
by the London Anglers.   

‘Normal’ use of the centre is unlikely to attract much traffic (only one person can wakeboard at a time) but 
they will almost certainly hold ‘events’ which may attract much more traffic which HGPC is worried about – 
not least because of the VERY dangerous exit from Gore Tree Rd onto the A14.  It is scheduled to open in 
April.” 

Cromwell Place Surgery Crossing:      

RD said she would present this item to the Full Council and feedback their thoughts to you. 
ML: Elderly people are struggling to cross the road.  But where could a crossing go? 
CS: Perhaps 20 metres from the junction. We must persist with this and should try to get St. Ives TC to 
support it.  
AS: The visibility is good and he was not aware of any accidents here. But it is very busy at this point. 
ML: Highways and the police will both input their technical opinions. 

 Kerb Markings: 

RD wanted to ask if the RSC and Sgt Street could shed some light on enforcing kerb markings to prevent 
the disabled drivers from parking unlawfully. This has the support of the Full Council. Concerns were raised 
merely about actually putting in the kerb markings and enforcing it.  

If there is anything else that needs reporting to St. Ives Town Council please don't hesitate to contact me 
and let me know. 

Guided Bus Speeds:  

JC said that AS was going to look into guided bus speeds. 
AS replied that limits on the busway itself can only be enforced by County Council. It is not a public road 
and it has a self imposed limit only. Off the busway all buses are subject to the national legal speed limits.  
JC said she was most concerned about the Huntingdon  to St. Ives stretch which is all on the road. 

 

4. Correspondence 
 
None 

 
5.  Review of Watching Items  
 
Item 4. Wheatsheaf Junction. 

 
CS: In Somerset there is a similar junction. The Somerset  CC has made signs more prominent which had 
an impact.  
ML: Councillor Steve Criswell took road safety officers to look at it but they didn’t see a problem. 
AS: It’s a problem about who has priority. There is a constant stream of traffic and people get impatient and 
take risks. The only solution is traffic lights or a roundabout.  
NB: It is difficult from the Somersham Heath direction. People take chances. 
ML: Envar  want to move a gate which would make  more room. They do what they can to help visibility. 



AS: It’s only going to get worse. 
 
Item 5. Earith Junction:  
 
JN: The LHI bid at the east end of the village to put in traffic calming has succeeded. The engineers have 
been out to look at the options. 
There was recently an accident on the pedestrian crossing in Earith High street near the Post Office. The 
lady concerned was not seriously hurt and the driver was not speeding.  
 
OM: The driver was heading East and apparently was blinded by the rising sun. There are numerous 
problems with this crossing. 
 
 
Item 6. Low Road:  
 
CS: Low Road is closed and will be closed a lot longer than anticipated. Foundations had to be sunk a lot 
lower because of pipes/cables etc. This situation will last another month at least. 
The Harrison Way roundabout is not big enough and there are visibility problem as well.  People go too fast 
approaching the roundabout. Rat running is also a problem. If building happens on the Vindis site then the 
roundabout should be improved at the same time. 

 
JC: It is easier to get onto the  A14 by rat running through Fenstanton. 

 
RD: The traffic congestion was bad before but it is now horrific due to this road closure. 

 
Item 14. Lloyds Chemist: 

 
 AS: Had a meeting with the market manager and someone from the county council. There had been lots of 
complaints. They have agreed to kerb markings outside the Corn Exchange and WH Smith but not outside 
Budgens. They will be putting this to the County Council.  This is the most promising news for about 3 
years.  
NB: Can you enforce it? 
AS: Yes, it works outside the pet shop. With kerb markings there is no waiting and there are no exceptions. 
RD: But what are the penalties and how do we enforce it? 
AS: It’s up to us to do it but we only have the PCSOs. I’d like a traffic warden. Tickets are still only £30. 
ML: What about Bridge Street. Is it better? 
AS: Yes it is. Occasionally we have a purge. 
JC: The problem is getting worse. I really wish we had a traffic warden. 
AS: We have had some success with the Black Chrysler owner . He’s had lots of tickets and we haven’t 
seen him lately. 

 
Item 31. Hill Rise:  
JC: Cars are still jumping the traffic lights. A Mick George lorry was responsible for a recent incident. 
AS: The only answer is to have a camera fitted there. There is one at traffic lights one in St. Neots. We 
would have to ask the county council. 
Rihanna: I have never seen this as a problem. 
CS: It’s a common problem. 
NB: Sometimes all the lights are red sometimes and that’s when they try.  
AS: We have had complaints and I have seen it. 
 
Item 49: Morrisons:   
RD: No update from planning on this. 
JD: Had an email from the previous owners to say they hope to start work in summer with the opening next  
March. 

 
 



 
6. Community Road Watch  

 
JD: There is great concern  about speeding cars outside Westfield school. I campaigned for a 20mph limit 
and also contacted Speedwatch, but speeding still occurs.  DM approached me  about Community 
Roadwatch. I attended some Roadwatch sessions and was very impressed by what has been achieved.  
 
DM: I parted company with Speedwatch in November 2014. This point was reached after 2000 sessions 
across 23 villages. We had seen so many things going wrong but we couldn’t do anything to fix them 
because the scope was too restricted. Even so we were reporting 1000 speeders a month and had 
reduced speeding levels to 14%. Community Roadwatch was founded by disgruntled Speedwatch 
members but there is no conflict with Speedwatch.  We don’t operate on the same roads and we send 
people to Speedwatch first if their main problem is with cars.  
 
First of all we  applied for a lottery grant for kit. This was turned down for lots of reasons. So I put a 
company together which is a constituted as a Community Interest Company (CIC). A  CIC is very complex 
to set up and requires special Articles of Association. We are not Speedwatch and had to be clear on that 
point. .  
The primary objective is to monitor speeds to give PCs empirical evidence to work with. We had complaints 
from PCs about HGVs so we started looking at TROs and writing to freight companies when they broke 
rules. We write directly to Managing Directors.  We are empowering Parish Councils  in their relations with 

freight companies.  
The wheelie bin stickers have been sponsored by Mick George and are free to householders. We have a 
grant of £20k to put towards traffic safety. We have a board of company directors so it is not just me 
making decisions.  We are also in consultation with the County Council to devise new road safety 
measures. So we are working for road safety in general and are not just anti-speeding. We have another 
branch in Dorset.  

 
      JC: What’s the difference between  these stickers and the ones we used before.  
      DM:  The old ones said ’40 Speed kills’ whereas the new ones don’t. 
      NB: How did you get the LHI funding? 

DM: The specific project was for traffic calming in Ramsey 40 Foot. We had 50% up front from the Ramsey 
windfarm which was a big help. Most people only have 10% to contribute. 
RD: Where have you done things in St. Ives? 
DM: I can provide a list of places where we’ve been.  
RD: What are the significant findings? 
DM: As you might expect speeds are slowest at rat run time.         
AS: DM is doing a great job. 
DM: I’ve just been talking to the new Chief Constable and there seems to be a possibility of a change of 
attitude.  We are residents and we have the services of the police. Dangerous driving is reported to the 
police, but it’s up to them to determine if they have the resources to deal with it. 
AS: We would love to do kerbside speeding checks but we don’t enough time or resources. We’d much 
rather doing that than some of the petty crimes we now have to deal with. 
Most of the police activity is on the major routes. I’m a community officer and one of the most important 
things is visibility. 
RT: Can PSOs do it? 
AS: No they can’t. 
DM: PSOs can’t stop traffic. They are just operators and nothing else. We have the True Cam device which 
reports the session. The specification of this device has been sent to the police for comment. I am meeting 
the police and crime commissioner tomorrow to see if they will fund it. We are meeting to demonstrate how 
effective it is.  
 
DM: Speed Indicating Devices (SIDs) are also very effective.  
JC:  Who are the directors of the company? 
DM: John Davies, Colin Sylvester and  others. All give their time voluntarily and are unpaid. 
 



ML thanked DM and JD for attending and giving such an interesting presentation. 
 

7. Speeding Reports 
 
The speeding statistics compiled by Community RoadWatch between January 1st 2017 and April 30th 2017 
are appended to these minutes. 

 

8. Driving Prosecutions 
 

OM alluded to some recent reports in the BRAKE charity newsletter on the increase in penalties for 
speeding and mobile phone use while driving. Drivers responsible for high speed offences will be given 
harsher fines under a series of strict new rules for district judges and magistrates. They could be fined 
150% of their weekly income, rather than the existing level of 100%. This includes drivers caught doing 
41mph in a 20mph area, 51mph in a 30mph area or 66mph in a 40mph area. Currently in the UK the 
minimum penalty for speeding is a £100 fine and three penalty points added to your driving licence, while 
the maximum fine is £1,000 or £2,500 for motorway offences. 

Motorists caught using their mobile phones while driving will automatically receive six points on their 
licence instead of the current three and on-the-spot fines will be doubled from £100 to £200, the 
government has announced. Newly qualified drivers, who have a ceiling of six points for their first two years 
on the road, could immediately lose their licence if they are caught.  

However, it’s not all good news. A cross-party parliamentary inquiry has concluded that dangerous drivers 
are increasingly likely to escape prosecution and more people plead exceptional hardship to avoid being 
banned. The number of penalties for mobile phone use has halved in the last five years and of the 15,000 
taken to court only 33 were banned. Policing and the justice system are too often failing cyclists, making 
the roads too dangerous for people to ride on them, and then not properly prosecuting or banning motorists 
who commit offences. Dangerous drivers are increasingly likely to be permitted by courts to stay behind the 
wheel with the number of driving bans falling 62% over the last 10 years, and ever-more people claiming 
exceptional hardship to avoid a disqualification. 

  
RD: What happens if the offenders have no income. 
AS: They are means tested.   

 
9. HCV Report 

 
OM reported that the HCV group had held a meeting in April attended by Iain Greene, the senior Public 
Health manager at CCC. The main topic of discussion was the monitoring and reduction of air pollution 
which is a serious national concern. While this is not strictly a road safety issue some of the measures 
proposed to reduce air pollution may have a road safety effect.  Some proposals, such as a reduction in 
speeds in populated areas, will have a positive road safety effect. But others, such as a removal of speed 
bumps to reduce vehicle braking/acceleration, will have the opposite effect. A effective policy on air 
pollution reduction is needed which does not compromise road safety in any way. 

 
CS: The scrappage scheme for old diesel vehicles is a good idea.  
AS: Many school buses are really old and are very polluting. 

 

10. Reports from members 
 

ML, Bluntisham  
Bluntisham now has trained Speedwatch volunteers.  
 
RW, Hemingford Grey:  (by email)   
Julie Dew will be taking over from me as Hemingford Grey representative from next month. 
 



Current issues: 
The dropped kerb at Vine Close is now in progress with less of a bill to PC than was expected (£600) 
The application for yellow lines in Manor Road has now been formally submitted 
There was a visit by a CCC engineer last month to look at signage problems for HGVs in the village 
centre.  The report is awaited but the problem seems to have been appreciated.  

 
AS, Cambridge Police:  We have Black boxes but can’t use them until we have someone trained. They 
 will  come under the Speedwatch remit. 
 
JN, Earith  
The PC have got their LHI bid to reduce speed at the East end of the village. 

 
      RD, St.Ives:   

Because of the Low road issue, the Needingworth road all the way  round to the Marsh Harrier is 
congested due to the guided bus crossing. The problem is horrendous. Is there no way it could be on a 
timer or bus controlled?   
AS: It really needs a foot bridge or a subway 
CS: It is 32 seconds before it changes. The interval  could be changed to 60 seconds. That is the easy 
option. 
AS: That’s a good point. I’ll speak to Ryan Fuller 
 
Action: OM to write to Jo Challis.  
 
JT, Warboys:    
Does anyone have any suggestions who to ask for yellow jackets and signs. We have nothing. It was all 
taken off us. They said they needed to recalibrate the equipment and to do a kit check.  
 
AS: I will get in touch with Adam 
DM: The same thing happened with Pidley  
 
The other thing is that having stickers makes a vast difference. People often don’t know about the 20mph 
limit.  With stickers it also seems like the request to slow down is coming from the residents. 

 
RT, Kings Ripton:  
We still got problems with Kings Ripton junction. There have been quite a few prangs. Speeding has 
reduced but we could do with a camera.  
ML: I will contact Steve Criswell about this.  

 
CS:  Fenstanton.  
I was contacted by a resident of Parkway about parents parking dangerously outside his house and I asked 
him to take photos. I wondered if it is possible to appoint Specials would can only deal with parking outside 
schools. The photos are diabolical. I’ll send them to councilor Smith 

 
AS: You wouldn’t get specials to deal only with that. If we are talking about volunteers per se. that has been 
suggested but Unison had comments on that. The solution would be to de-criminalise the parking. All 
schools have similar problem. 

 

11.  Items for Further Consideration 
 

None.  
 

12. Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 

Tuesday July 11th 

Tuesday September 12th 

Tuesday November 14th 



 
 

 


